MARLBOROUGH
history. He of course rejects Mrs Mauley as a wit ness against
his hero William, and dismisses her and other low-class
pamphleteers in terms of blistering scorn. Yet he accepts
this same Mrs Manley as entirely credible and valul where
Marlborough is concerned. She is his authority tor much
that he has written about Marlborough's loves ami marriage.
He incorporated these forgotten slanders verbatim in his
stately pages, and set them rolling round the \vorkL
John was certainly a success at Court, und his favour was
not diminished by his smart uniform. Still, adolescence is
a trying period both for the victim and his companions. In
those days there was a feeling thatyoung men about i he Court
should take their turn of service with the ileet or Army us
gentlemen-volunteers. Still more was this opinion effective
upon a young officer. Leave to serve abroad would readily
be granted by his regiment, and all his friends ami well wishers
would give their cordial approval. John found d< >ct rinc and
prospect alike congenial.
Some time in 1668 he quilted   the Court  and sailed for
Tangier.   The gossip-mongers suggest1 that the Duchess of
York herself had begun to show him undue attention :   or,
again, that he was getting rather old to be on such privileged
terms with Lady Castlemaine.    Hut there is no excuse tot-
looking beyond the reasons winch have been set fort h.   Such
evidence as exists shows that bis departure and prolonged
absence were entirely in accordance with his own inclination.
He went to Tangier, or at any rate he stayed there and in the
Mediterranean for nearly three years,because he liked the life
_ qladventure, and because the excitement of the petty warfare
was refreshing after the endless glittering ceremonial of the
Court.   Few youths of spirit are content at eighteen with
comforts or even caresses.   They  seek  physical   tit ness,
movement, arid the comradeship of their equals under hard
conditions.   They seek distinction, not favour, and exuh*
in manly independence.
Tangier, newly acquired as the dowry of Catharine of
Braganza, was the scene, then as now, of constant lighting
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